Recently, have described two specimens of palinurids, discovered at Chiampo ("Albanello" quarry, Vicenza, northern Italy). Preserved three dimensionally, these were collected from limestones of Lutetian (middle Eocene) age. The peculiar ornament of the dorsal carapace surface, consisting of imbricate scales in the cephalic region and parallel grooves in thebranchial and cardiac regions, has allowed these to be ascribed to Justitia Holthuis, 1946, as a new species (J. vicetina Beschin et al., 2001), in the infraorder Palinuridea Latreille, 1802. This represents the first fossil record of this genus.
Introduction
The genus Justitia Currently, Justitia is represented in the fossil record only by these two species, J. vicetina and J. desmaresti, which differ in the ornament of the dorsal carapace surface, the presence or absence of transverse and parallel grooves on the abdominal somites ( Fig. I) , and stratigraphic age. A study of calcareous nannoplankton from Monte Bolca by Medizza (1975) showed a late Ypresian-early Lutetian age, while at "Albanello" quarry strata of middle Lutetian age are exposed.
The dorsal carapace ornament of transverse ridges in the two fossil species of Justitia also occurs in other Cenozoic decapod crustaceans of Veneto, e.g., Lophoranina Fabiani, 1910 , Lovarina Beschin et al., 1991 and Eopalicus Beschin et al., 1996 typical ornament was interpreted by Savazzi (1981) to help the animal construct its burrows. Poupin (1994) observed that some extant palinurids prefer muddy bottoms in which they are able to hide themselves or excavate borrows. 
